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telegram L-~ ice October 17 containing vecommendaticn as_ 


Me 


tO size and. functions s Of British Mil itary Missien iy 
Greece he responge to Department Army reques £ Por kag 
views on this matter. in general Is scrongly ApDToye 

eee ener ies ¢ontainec therein, particularly those 


esting immediate and drastic reductions in grrength | 


oui Gg}. However, Ly interes ¢ of mat taining | Arne: eee, 
ae partnership in military assistance to Greece, 
I pres ume 4s. still Separinent ts polloy,. rT SUgZeS + 


that. immediate stegs be taken to reach agreenerntbetween |. 


Washington and London, defining functions not Only of 
Americans and British f wry Missions but Air and Vaval 
| Missions, as well. .i-2124 points out in some cetatl 

' with. regard to the Army and offers general suggestions’ 
* which I consider | -aceeptabie concerming Air Force and 
Navy. General agreemert would eliminate ee 
and. overlapping of Puret ions and would prepare th 


way for sizeable | reductions. in all American ane British: 
‘Military Missions in Greece with cons equent savings net. 


only in dollar but in Sencnia: buiget as well. Greek 
War Ministry for FY 1950, for example. carries charge 
of 14 billion drachna fur British Military Missions, 
Bae far sargeqt of whic is Army BrOue 


As sugges ted. Paice” 7h of September ag, 1 recommend — 
question of mainyaining British Brigede in Greece 
be given renewed ccnsiceration. In hast, presene eof 
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this brigade may have helped to deter Communists from 
attempting any mcves against urban centers, parti- 
cularly Salonika, but possibility such Communist action 
now remote. It seems to me doubtful that present British 
Brigade in Greece would be any deterrent to full-seale 
aggression by Soviet satellites, Purthermore, I do not 
believe that the disposition and plans for this brigade 
envisage its serving as cadre or providing bridgehead . 
For despatch of larger British forces in ease outbreak 
of war. Brigade itself results in no direct charge on 
Greek Dudget or American aid but constitutes a drain on 
British resources with no particular benefit and affords 
opportunity for Communists’ propaganda to cepict Greece 
2s under foreign occupation. Withdrawal of brigade, teo- 
gether with reduction of British ana American Military 
Missions,are logical steps in view of altered military 
situation and may serve to increase feeling or self-~ 
reliance we are attempting to foster among the Greeks. 
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